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Procurement Board
11 March 2020

Meeting commenced: 10:02 a.m.
Meeting ended:  11:15 a.m.

Present
Councillors Boshell and Hinds (in the chair)

In Attendance
Dominic Clarke Head of Citywide and Community Services
Sandra Derbyshire Principal Officer – Neighbourhoods and Communities
Christine Flisk Procurement Manager
Chris Hesketh Head of Financial Management
Mike Jolley Engineer
Steven Keigher Principal Surveyor
Janice Lowndes Assistant Director – People and Communities
Majid Maqbool Energy Manager
Jacquie Russell Assistant Director – Strategy and Change
Tony Thompstone Strategic Finance Manager
Jennifer Walsh Commissioning Manager
Carol Eddleston Democratic Services

1. Apologies for Absence

Apologies for absence were submitted on behalf of the City Mayor Paul Dennett and 
Councillor Merry.

2. Declarations of Interest

There were no declarations of interest.

3. Minutes of the Last Meeting

The minutes of the meeting held on 19 February 2020 were approved as a correct record.

4. Matters Arising

There were no matters arising.

5. Request for Approval – Contract Award – Renewal of Non-half Hourly (NHH) Electricity 
Supply

Consideration was given to a report of the Strategic Director Place seeking approval to 
award the contract for the renewal offer for the supply of NHH electricity.
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It was confirmed that the recommendation was to accept a 100% green energy contract at a 
relatively small premium in order to show the council’s commitment and leadership in 
encouraging renewable sources and therefore combating climate change.

Whilst the wholesale price had reduced and was at its lowest level since 2016, the non-
commodity elements had increased year on year resulting in an overall increase in total 
contract renewal costs.

RESOLVED, THAT: the City Mayor be recommended to approve that a 48 months’ 100% 
green energy contract for the supply of non-half hourly electricity be awarded to Scottish and 
Southern Electric (SSE) at a cost of £671,201 per annum.

6. Request for Approval – Contract Extension – Strategic Development of the VCSE Sector

Consideration was given to a report of the Strategic Directors People and Place seeking 
approval to extend the contract for Strategic Development of the VCSE sector through 
engagement, support and influence and promoting volunteering in Salford.

Detail was provided on the review undertaken in 2013/14 regarding commissioning 
arrangements with Salford Community and Voluntary Sector (SCVS). The focus of the 
review was to maximise the effectiveness of Council funding in providing a range of VCSE 
services in Salford and to demonstrate that the arrangements with SCVS represented value 
for money and that SCVS was the most appropriate organisation to deliver the required 
services.

It was confirmed that SCVS continued to provide excellent value for money, overachieved on 
all Key Performance Indicators and outcomes set in the service specification, and leading 
and delivering in Social Value. By way of example, 144 organisations had been provided 
with financial, legal and payroll support.

The board noted that the Procurement team was advising that an options appraisal should 
be undertaken in the period of the 12 months extension to outline future options for 
retendering of these services. 

RESOLVED, THAT: the contract with Salford Community And Voluntary Sector (SCVS) for 
the strategic development of the VCSE sector through engagement, support and influence, 
and to promote volunteering, be extended for 12 months at an estimated average cost of 
£265,568.

7. Request for Approval – Contract Extension – Information and Advice Services

Consideration was given to a report of the Strategic Director People seeking approval to 
extend the contract for information and advice services.

As commissioning lead, the Principal Officer – Neighbourhoods and Communities  confirmed 
that the Lead Member for Adult Services, Health and Wellbeing had approved budget 
provision on 19 March 2019 in order to extend the current contract for Information and 
Advice Services from 1 April 2019 to 31 March 2020 and budget provision for the period 1 
April 2020 to 31 March 2021.

The board was reminded that the CAB provided advice and guidance on other areas in 
addition to welfare rights and debt advice. Officers were mindful that the City Mayor was 
keen to bring services in house wherever possible but confirmed that there were currently 
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insufficient resources in house to be able to do. Additionally there were some people who felt 
able to engage with a high street provider but would not feel the same with a council 
provider, especially given that the advice and guidance they sought may be in relation to 
issues that they had with the council.

RESOLVED, THAT: 

(1) the contract with Salford Citizens’ Advice Bureau for the provision of information and 
advice services be extended for 12 months at a cost of £565,726;

(2) commissioners work with the Procurement team to discuss options for future service 
provision in line with council policies.

8. Request for Approval to go out to Competition - Key Cities Public Relations Contract

Consideration was given to a report of the Strategic Director for Service Reform seeking 
approval to go out to competition for the Key Cities Public Relations support contract.

It was confirmed that the proposed contract would be funded from the membership 
contributions from local authority members of the Key Cities Network which was currently 
chaired by the Deputy City Mayor.

It was important that the successful tenderer had access to lobby and influence UK 
government on behalf of the Key Cities network.

RESOLVED, THAT: authority be granted for the Key Cities Public Relations support to be 
procured in accordance with the Council’s contract procedure rules through an open tender.

9. Request for Approval – Contract Award – Electronic Payment Services via PayPoint and 
Post Office Counters Ltd (POCL)

Consideration was given to a report of the Strategic Director for Service Reform seeking 
approval to award the contract for Electronic Payment Services via PayPoint and Post Office 
Counters Ltd (POCL).

Allpay allowed customers to pay council bills at the Post Office and at Paypoint outlets 
across the city, giving bill payers greater flexibility in where and when they paid their bills. 

RESOLVED, THAT: a 48 months’ contract for electronic payment services via PayPoint and 
Post Office Counters Ltd (POCL) be awarded to Allpay Ltd at a cost of £79,816.87 per 
annum.

10. Request or Approval to go out to Tender – Salford Residents Funeral Service

Consideration was given to a report of the Strategic Director Place seeking approval to go 
out to tender for the Salford Residents Funeral Service.

This service aimed to reduce funeral costs for bereaved families on low incomes and, to 
date, around 100 funeral services had been undertaken through this initiative. Feedback 
from families who had used the service had been very good.

RESOLVED, THAT: authority be granted for Salford Residents Funeral Service to be 
procured in accordance with the Council’s contract procedure rules through a tender 
process.
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11. Request for Approval – Exception to Contractual Standing Orders – Contract Award – 
Pendleton Roundabout Road Traffic Accident (RTA) Repair Scheme

Consideration was given to a report of the Strategic Director Place seeking an exception to 
Contractual Standing Orders, for reasons of best value and urgency, to allow a contract to 
be awarded for the Pendleton roundabout road traffic accident repair scheme.

It was confirmed that discussions were ongoing with the third party insurers about cost 
recovery.

RESOLVED, THAT: 

(1) An exception to Contractual Standing Orders be granted for reasons of best value to 
the Council and the execution of the works is required so urgently as not to permit 
compliance with the requirements of competition and,

(2) A nine weeks’ contract be awarded to Eurovia Contracting to deliver the civil and 
highway engineering repairs to Pendleton roundabout, the full works’ costs being as 
follows:

Eurovia Contracting £191,330.28
SCC Structure and Bridges Design Fees £10,140.50
SCC Structure and Bridges Supervision fees £9,757.84
Principal Designer £825.00

12. Request for Approval – Exception to Contractual Standing Orders – Contract Award – 
Liberty House & The Foyer and Provision Expansion to Support the No Wrong Door 
Model

Consideration was given to a report of the Strategic Director People seeking approval for an 
exception to contractual standing orders for reasons of best value to allow an extension of 
current contracts with Liberty House and The Foyer. 

It was confirmed that the request to extend the current contract for six months to April 2021 
would allow a full review of 16+ provision as the contract end dates would then align with 
those of Foundations ltd who delivered Lane End and Claremont Road provision for care 
leavers. The six months’ extension would also allow time for Route 29 to embed and its 
impact to become clear.

RESOLVED, THAT:

(1) An exception to Contractual Standing Orders be granted for reasons of best value to 
the Council,

(2) A six months’ extension be granted to the contract with Adullam Homes Housing 
Association for the provision of a supported accommodation service  at Liberty 
House for young homeless/leaving care people aged between 16 and 24, at a cost of 
£63,129.50 and

(3) A six months’ extension be granted to the contract with Places for People Living Plus 
for the Foyer, at a cost of £54,659,

(4) Approval be granted to block book four additional beds at the Foyer for ROUTE 29 
use at a cost of £69,413.76, and

(5) Approval be granted to fund one additional staff member to work at the Foyer linked 
specifically to Route 29 should the pilot period of a Route 29 outreach worker 
attached to the Foyer not be successful, at a cost of £17,000.
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13. Request to go out to Competition – Appointment of a Managing Agent for 100 
Embankment, Salford

It was clarified that the estimated annual fee payable to the managing agent for all services 
was in the range of £60,000 to £80,000. This fee would be recoverable from the tenants 
under the building service charge so there would be no financial impact on the Council from 
the contract if the building proceeded to be fully let.

RESOLVED, THAT: authority be granted for a managing agent for 100 Embankment, 
Salford to be procured in accordance with the Council’s Contractual Standing Orders 
through an open tender.


